WHEN TO CREATE A NEW BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD

This reference document was created to be used chiefly with DVD and DVD-R formats (VIS), and also includes some information for score and sound recording formats (SCO and REC).  It presents information from publications by the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALECTS), OCLC, and Online Audiovisual Catalogers Inc (OLAC).  It also includes local practices developed by the Cataloging Department at Western Washington University’s Wilson Library (WWU).
Format and content
OLAC:  Note that if there is a change in content OR if there is a change from one format to another (e.g., VHS to DVD), then the item is treated as a new resource. The change in content may include anything from the addition of closed-captioning or a director's cut of the film to the addition of the many special features that are typically found on DVD or Blu-ray Discs.

Title

ALECTS:  new record if any difference in the title proper, parallel titles, other title info and statement of responsibility
OCLC: only when specific differences in wording occur is a new record justified
Edition

ALECTS: new record if any difference (not including presence or absence of first edition, “paperback edition” etc.)
OCLC: new record if date variation, numbered edition, difference in audience or content, abridgement, enlargement, revision, draft, geographic, language, widescreen vs letterbox; absence or presence of “first edition”, “book club edition”, “paperback edition” do not justify new record, if only difference
OLAC: new record if a change in the edition

WWU practice: new record if any difference (not including presence or absence of first edition, “book club edition”, “paperback edition”)
Extent
ALECTS: new record if difference in extent of item, including sound vs silent, black and white vs color
OLAC: new record if extent of item different, including sound vs silent, black and white vs color   

Dimension
ALECTS: new record if different dimension

OLAC:  new record if different dimension
Accompanying material
ALECTS: new record if lack or addition affects use of main work
OLAC: new record when without accompanying material and same resource has substantive accompanying material; BUT, if the only record in OCLC for the resource has accompanying material and yours does not, use the existing record if it is not certain that the item may at one time have had this accompanying material.
WWU practice:  use copy when we do not have accompanying material as noted in 300 field, and add local 590 note stating the lack 
Series statement
ALECTS: consider the title of proper series and numbering within series, ISSN of series to decide 

OLAC:  series absence or presence does not justify a new record; however it may be a significant difference in some cases and merit a new record
Publisher number

ALECTS: may not be important for VIS, is so for Music

OLAC: not justified when absent or present, BUT, if there are specific differences in numbering then consider if a new record is justified
OCLC: Absence or presence  does not justify a new record (VIS); specific differences in numbering, except for minor variations in completeness, justify a new record (SCO and REC)

WWU practice: if absent or different, do not create a new record (unless SCO and REC, then consider); add to bib record if certain it is the same work and note in 590. 
Language
ALECTS: create new record

OCLC:  create new record when there are specific differences in language or in text
OLAC: create new record if there is a change in language or addition of subtitles in a language or languages other than that of the sound track; or the addition of Closed Captioned

WWU practice: create new record if added sound tracks or subtitles in VIS material; otherwise create new record if specific differences in languages or in text
ISBN
ALECTS:  if only thing different, possibly consider a new record
OCLC:  020-024 fields: not justified when absent or present   
WWU practice:  020-024 fields: if different and date and publisher are also different, create a new record 
Running time
OCLC: specific differences in length of video recording may or may not justify a new record
OLAC: running time of feature has to be different to justify a new record

WWU practice: main feature has to be longer or shorter to justify a new record
Date of publication etc.
ALECTS: create new record if date of publication, copyright date, distribution date differs; the date of copyright when in addition to the publication date may or may not be of concern

OCLC:  No new record when pub or copyright date absent or present, or if there is a variation in printing manufacture or distribution date alone or variation in copyright date if the pub date is the same

WWU practice:  be sure to check date of special feature
Publisher
ALECTS: create new record if publisher and/or distributor are different, consider if place of publication is different

OCLC: specific differences in the publisher justify a new record (detailed info on p. 10)
Place of publication
OCLC: if place name reflects a different country, create a new record (detailed info on p. 9-10)

Contents note  
OCLC: new record justified if contents note shows actual differences in the contents
OLAC: new record justified if there is a change of content
WWU practice: For original bib record, create a 505 field if there is more than one feature on the disc or discs, or if want to include production/duration information for 1 or more “major” special features. Inclusion of “minor” special features is up to the cataloger; however, if using a 505 already and want to include them, then place them in the 505; otherwise place in 500. 
Special features/ supplementary content 
OLAC: create new record if there is an addition of many special features (trailers, bio notes or other minor features generally are not considered significant changes, use cataloger’s judgement).  Do not record interactive menu, scene access, scene selection, ads, preview/trailers.
WWU practice: Difference in or lack of special features requires a new record; place in 500 if no 505 necessary.
DVD-R  
OLAC: If DVD bib present, create new record for DVD-R if there is a change in purpose, from educational to something else, for example.
WWU practice: If we have a DVD-R and copy is for a DVD and everything else matches, do not create a new record; do not add note in bib; add 590 local field in Alma (This is a DVD-R and may not play on some DVD equipment)?
“Close enough criteria”

WWU practice: When searching for VIS copy becomes prolonged, select copy where the title and publisher are correct, the date is close enough and the subject headings are adequate.  Do not update the bib.

Sources:
“Differences between, changes within”, Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALECTS), 2007

“When to input a new record”, OCLC,  2015

“Best practices for cataloging DVD-Video and Blu-ray discs”, Online Audiovisual Catalogers (OLAC), version 1.0, 2015
Is this document helpful?  Do you have any suggestions to make it more so?  Feel free to contact me at leslie.hall@wwu.edu.
